[Spiral computerized tomography, multiplane transesophageal echocardiography and magnetic resonance imaging in the diagnosis of thoracic aortic dissection].
The aim of this study was the evaluation of spiral computed tomography (Spiral-CT), multiplane transesophageal echocardiography (multiplane TEE) and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) in the diagnosis of thoracic aortic dissection. 41 patients were examined: 30 with clinically suspected acute aortic dissection (14 Stanford A, 7 Stanford B), 11 with aortic repair (7/11 with persisting distal dissection). In 14 patients there was involvement of the supraaortic vessels. Sensitivity of Spiral-CT, multiplane TEE and MRI in the detection of aortic dissection was 100%, specificity was 100, 92, and 91%. In the assessment of involvement of aortic arch vessels sensitivity was 100, 67, and 60%, specificity was 100, 95, and 90%. The new imaging modalities Spiral-CT and multiplane TEE are equal to MRI in the detection of aortic dissection. In the assessment of the supraaortic branches Spiral-CT is superior to multiplane TEE and MRI and might become the method of choice.